YOU ARE CALLED
[ PETER 2:11

BACKGROUND: This is one of two lessons on verse 11.

TO FIGHT THE ENEMY WITHIN. When you were born again, the Lord gave you proof of
your salvation by giving you the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit in you gives you the power over
any sin that springs from your flesh, your habits of your old sinful nature. It is by His power and
the realization that you will give an account of your life to Jesus that you can live your life in
Christ, resisting the enemy within. (I Peter 2:11, II Corinthians 5:5, fn 5:5, , Galatians
5:16-25, fn 5:17, Ephesians 1:13-14, fn 1:13-14, Romans 8:5-16, fn 8:5-6, fn 8:11, Ephesians
4:20-24, fn 4:22-24, I John 3:1-3, fn 3:2-3) Though you are saved and have the Holy Spirit, why
does our Lord leave the sinful nature or flesh within you?
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TO NOT SURRENDER. Some of us, even our spiritual leaders, have resisted the Holy Spirit’s
love and direction to fulfill the lusts and pleasures of our old sinful and powerless life’s habits.
We have sadly seen many “born again” people who have shattered their lives and reputations by
surrendering their “moral compass” to the enemy within. Though forgiven, their recovery may be
slow, painful, and arduous. (I Peter 2:11, I Corinthians 10:1-13, fn 10:11, fn 10:13, I
Corinthians 6:12-20, fn 6:13, Malachi 2:13-16, fn 2:15-16, Romans 13:8-10, fn 13:8) List by
initials Christian that you know of who have had moral failures, and tell why their “surrender”
Is a warning to you.

TO KEEP WINNING BY FAITH, letting the Holy Spirit rule over your flesh or sinful nature.
You can win by having a daily time with God in His Word seeking His Presence, confessing any
sin He lays upon your heart, and worshipping Him. You win by also by staying in fellowship
with others who love Him in church and in small groups. (I Peter 2:11, I Thessalonians 2:13, fn
2:13, Galatians 5:16-25, fn 5:16-18, Hebrews 10:24-25, fn 10:25, Ephesians 3:14-20, fn 3:19,
Ephesians 5:18, fn 5:18) How can you continue to win the battle within?

Are you taking time to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit with the Living Word teaching
vou and giving you His joy, His love, and His peace?
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