SEARCHING FOR GRACE

I PETER 1:10-13
BACKGROUND: “Grace is the bedrock truth upon which all of Christian belief and practice
stand. While grace was not a new concept before Christ’s arrival, the world could not fully
understand grace until He came (I Peter 1:10-13). That’s because grace is heavenly by nature and
therefore utterly foreign to the world. Only God, as a man, could reveal something so
quintessentially divine.” Charles R. Swindoll, The Owner’s Manual for Christians, p. 3.

THAT WAS TO COME—As meaningful as the Tabernacle and His Temple were, they still could
not quinch the Old Testament saints’ desire for total forgiveness. Our Lord, through the Holy
Spirit, gave prophetic hints of the One Who through grace would provide that total forgiveness
and clear the conscience of the New Covenant saint and take away his guilt and shame. (I Peter
1:10-11, fn 1:11, IT Peter 1:17-21, fn 1:20-21, Hebrews 10:1-14, fn 10:3, fn 10:4, fn 10:11-12,
Hebrews 9:8-14, fn 9:12-14, Isaiah 53:4-6, fn 53:4-5) How could you clear up a guilt-ridden
conscience?

THAT NOW HAS COME—The sacrifices that stood as substitutes for the life of the Old
Covenant saints demonstrated the cost of sin. Christ sacrifice of His Life that stands as a
substitute for the life of all people for all times demonstrates not only the cost of sin but the
immensity of God’s love. God, before creation, desired your love, your companionship, and your
adoption into His family. The Holy Spirit (Christ in you) has shown you this grace. Even the
angels marvel at such a relationship! (I Peter 1:12, fn 1:10-12, Ephesians 2:4-9, fn 2:8-9, Titus
3:3-7, fn 3:4-8, Ephesians 1:4-12 fn 1:5, fn 1:7-8, fn 1:11) How has God brought you into His

family?

THAT IS TO COME—The Old Covenant saints and prophets could only imagine the grace that
was to come. Now you and I have experienced this spectacular grace. We can rest assured that
the grace to come will be even more wonderful! (I Peter 1:13, fn 1:13-14, Matthew 24:42-44,
fn 24:44-47, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-5:3, fn 5:1-3, I Corinthians 15:51-52, fn 15:51-52) How

could you prepare for Jesus’ return?

Are you taking time to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit with the Living Word teaching
you and giving you His joy, His love, and His peace?
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