OUR LORD IS WINSOME
I PETER 2:13-25

BACKGROUND: We see in these scriptures that there is no placed for victimhood. Instead we
see grace, mercy, and forgiveness.

WHEN YOU HONOR YOUR GOVERNMENT. The Scriptures clearly teach that it is our Lord
who establishes governments, even ones which don’t consent to His ways. “The role of
government is clear—to create fear that retrains evil, punish those who do wrong, and protect
those who do right.” John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: I Peter, p.
150. It is the government that is responsible for carrying out God’s punishment, not the Christian.
You honor your government for the Lord’s sake so the gospel will be winsome to others. (I Peter
2:13-17, fn 2:13-17, Titus 3:1-2, fn 3:1, Romans 13:1-7 fn 13:1, fn 13:3-4, John 19:8-11, fn
19:10) As a believer in Christ, why should you obey the government?

WHEN UNJUST SUFFERING REVEALS YOUR HEART FOR JESUS. God gives grace to
the believer to withstand ungodly oppression and suffering. His grace (His supernatural power)
helps you to love those who commit cruel and evil acts against you. It is when you return love
for hate that you make your Savior look attractive enough to win souls for Christ. (I Peter
2:18-20, fn 2:21-22, I Peter 1:6-7, fn 1:6-7, Philippians 1:27-30, fn 1:29, Matthew 5:11-12, fn
5:11-12, I Peter 4:12-19, fn 4:19) How could you prepare your heart now for future ungodly
suffering?

WHEN CHRIST IS YOUR EXAMPLE, you should follow in His steps. To follow Jesus, you,
by faith, must be filled with the Holy Spirit, surrendering to His leading. Let His word come
alive in you, confessing any sin that is a barrier to experiencing God’s love and power and seeing
your sin as dead and no longer having power over you. (I Peter 2:21-25, fn 2:22-25, Hebrews
11:6, Ephesians 5:18, Psalm 119:9-11, fn 119:11, I John 1:9, Hebrews 10:17, fn 10:17,
Hebrews 10:24-25, fn 10:25, Romans 6:6-7, fn 6:6-7, Romans 6:11) If Christ is your example,
how should you live your life?

Are you taking time to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit with the Living Word teaching
you and giving you His joy, His love, and His peace?
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