IN THE FURNACE OF YOUR FAITH
[ PETER 1:4-9

BACKGROUND: All of us sooner or later will face trials. These trials of your faith may be so
intense that they could be compared to the melting of gold in the furnace of a refinery of gold.
The difference is that in God’s eyes your faith is more precious than gold.

REMEMBER. 1t is important to remember your past experience of being born again into God’s
family and now remembering who you are in Christ, but especially in this life’s threatening times
and trials, to remember that your ultimate experience will be seeing Jesus and hearing Him say,
“well-done.” Death for the Christian is not an end but a beginning. (I Peter 1:3-6, fn 1:3-5, I1
Timothy 4:6-8, fn 4:6-8, II Corinthians 4:16-18, fn 4:17, fn 4:18, Matthew 25:21, Revelation
21:3-4, fn 21:3-4) What do you think Heaven will be like for you?

PROVE YOUR PRICELESS FAITH! Our Lord is sovereign, and His plan is to make you more
like Jesus. As you accept His sovereignty over your faith, you accept the trials and pain that
drive away all self-confidence and self-centeredness, and you prove that your faith in Jesus is
priceless. (I Peter 1:7, fn 1:6-7, Proverbs 17:3, fn 17:3, I Peter 4:12-19, fn 4:17-18, 11
Corinthians 3:17-18, fn 3:18, II Peter 1:3-9, fn 1:12-15) How have trials proved the
genuineness of your faith to you?

FOCUS ON CHRIST. This is key to being filled with the Holy Spirit as in Ephesians 5:18. “The
soul that loves Christ cannot help but believe in Him, and the soul that believes cannot help but
love.” John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: [ Peter, p. 47. Your faith
and love for Christ result in a joy that is inexpressible. (I Peter 1:8-9, fn 1:8-9, Hebrews 11:6,
Romans 5:5, fn 5:2-5, I John 4:19, fn 4:19, Habakkuk 3:17-19, fn 3:17-19, fn 3:19) How
could I Peter 1:8-9 help you in your trials?

Are you taking time to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit with the Living Word teaching
you and giving you His joy, His love, and His peace?
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