AT THE FEAST

JOHN 7; JOHN 8:12 (Lesson I)
How did you see God working in your life this week? (Romans 1:11, 12)

BACKGROUND: The Israelites celebrated seven festivals throughout the year, and the
Festival of Tabernacles was so popular that it was called the Feast. (See the chart “The
Festivals” in Leviticus 23 in the LASB.) Read Leviticus 23:33-44, fn 23:33-43, fn
23:44. It was during this festival, as the people were staying in shelters (Leviticus
23:40-43), that Jesus proclaimed what we possess as believers.

JESUS GIVES LIFE. The world and all its attractions will not quench the thirst of the
call of eternity set in the heart of mankind. Only the cross of Christ, where our sins are
placed on Jesus and His righteousness is received, will satisfy the God-given vacuum in
us. (John 7:37-39, fn 7:37, fn 7:38-39, Ecclesiastes 3:11, fn 3:11, I Peter 2:24, fn 2:22-
25, John 1:12, 13, fn 1:12, 13, John 14:25-27, fn 14:27, John 10:27-29, fn 10:28, 29)
Why is it necessary to, by faith, be filled with the Holy Spirit and daily lay your sins on
the cross?

JESUS GIVES UNDERSTANDING to open hearts and minds. Dutiful, mindless,
religious entrenchment does not help you and me to seek God. But a humble, contrite
heart that responds to God’s mercy and grace seeks and finds Jesus and an intimate,
satisfying relationship with Him. (John 7:40-44, fn 7:40-44, Isaiah 66:2, 3, fn 66:2, 3,
Luke 24:45, fn 24:45, Acts 17:10-12, fn 17:11, I Thessalonians 2:13, fn 2:13) How
could your open heart and mind give you understanding of God's Word?

JESUS GIVES LIGHT TO BELIEVERS. God gave guidance in the Exodus from
Egyptian slavery by providing a pillar of clouds by day and a pillar of fire by night.

The Exodus was celebrated at the feast when four large lamps lit up Jerusalem’s nightly
skies, and oh how the people danced and sang! Today Jesus’ light keeps me from
stumbling in sin’s darkness and its slavish entrapments. His light reveals to me the sins
that need repentance so I can be restored to experience the joy of my personal
relationship with Him. I can know that I am experiencing Jesus as the light of my life
when the joy of the Holy Spirit fills my heart. (John 8:12, fn 8:12[2""], Exodus 13:21,
22, fn 13:21, 22[1*], John 1:4-9, fn 1:5, fn 1:8, I John 2:8-11, fn 2:7, 8, II Corinthians
4:6) How is it that if you have a sin problem, you could also have a “light problem”?



Are you taking time to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit with the Living Word
teaching you and giving you His joy, His love, and His peace?



