NOW WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

HEBREWS 12:18-24
How did you see God working in your life this week? (Romans 1:11, 12)

BACKGROUND: In the Old Covenant, you look at God through the mirror of the Law
(Mount Sinai) to see your sinfulness and your inability to keep God’s Law. In the New
Covenant, you look to Jesus as the provision and forgiveness for your sinfulness and the
ability through the Holy Spirit to walk in His ways.

YOU HAVE NOT COME TO MOUNT SINAI, where the Old Covenant was instituted. The
drama of the institution of the Old Covenant was spine-tingling and terrifying. There God
demonstrated that He is holy and unapproachable and that we in our sinfulness and lack of
holiness and have no place to hide from Him. John MacArthur, The MacArthur New
Testament Commentary: Hebrews, p. 412. (Hebrews 12:18-21, Exodus 19:9-25, fn 19:22, fn
19:23, Hebrews 10:1-4, fn 10:4, Hebrews 9:6-8, fn 9:6-8) What was the purpose of Mount
Sinai as depicted in Hebrews?

YOU HAVE COME TO MOUNT ZION and the New Covenant, where God is approachable.
The Old Covenant of law is judgmental and condemning. The New Covenant is full of grace,
leading to salvation and forgiveness. Because you are now clothed with Christ’s holiness and
righteousness, you may come into the presence of the Lord, and God sees you as all that He
wants you to be. (Hebrews 12:22, fn 12:18-24, Hebrews 8:10-13, fn 8:10, 11, fn 8:13, John
17:17-19, fn 17:17 Romans 4:23-25, fn 4:25) How could you, by faith, have a special time
when you enjoy the presence of the Lord?

YOU HAVE COME TO JESUS, whose sacrificial blood, which is better than all, makes
perfect the saints of the Old and New Covenants. Your name is forever written in heaven, and
your inheritance awaits you as you join with a multitude of saints and angels in heavenly
assembly! (Hebrews 12:22-24, fn 12:22, Hebrews 10:14, fn 10:14, Hebrews 9:15, fn 9:15,
Luke 10:17-20, fn 10:17-20, Daniel 7:10, fn 7:10[2"Y]) What do you envision heaven being
like for you?

Are you taking time to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit with the Living Word
teaching you and giving you His joy, His love, and His peace?






