MY NEVER-ENDING BATTLE OF DISCIPLINE

HEBREWS 12:4-6
How did you see God working in your life this week? (Romans 1:11, 12)

BACKGROUND: The Greek word for discipline or chastening, paideia, is used in
Hebrews 12 and it “speaks of correction, educative discipline.” It should not be associated
with punishment or penalty, which would require retribution. Spiros Zodhiates, The
Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament, p. 1088.

UNDERSTAND GOD’S PURPOSE. My earthly parents disciplined me in hopes that I
would acquire their character and values. As God’s child, I am disciplined by my heavenly
Father so that I will exhibit His righteousness and His character. The power (grace) of the
Holy Spirit enables me to “be holy even as God is holy”. Zodhiates, p. 70. (Hebrews 12:4,
5, fn 12:1-4, Romans 5:3-5, fn 5:3, 4, Romans 8:28, fn 8:28, James 1:2-4, fn 1:2-4,
Hebrews 12:10) What is God'’s purpose in disciplining you?

DO NOT LOSE HEART. To lose heart is to defeat the purpose of God’s discipline. God
calls me, by His grace, to ride out every storm of life, every hardship, and every difficulty
in order to experience His deliverance and His promise that He will never leave me or
forsake me. (Hebrews 12:5, 7, 3, fn 12:3, I Peter 1:3-9, fn 1:6, 7, Hebrews 13:5, 6,
John 10:28, 29, fn 10:28, 29) How could you prepare to not lose heart in facing and
enduring future trials?

REMEMBER THAT GOD LOVES ME. God demonstrated how much He loves me by
His willingness to allow His Son to die for my sin so that [ could have a Father-child
relationship with him. Now God, the perfect Father, disciplines me because He loves me.
(Hebrews 12:6, fn 12:5-11, Proverbs 3:11, 12, fn 3:11, 12, Revelation 3:19, fn 3:19,
Hebrews 2:10-13, fn 2:11-13, Romans 8:14-17 fn 8:14-17) How does seeing myself as
a child and God as my Father, who loves me, prepare me for His fatherly discipline?

Are you taking time to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit with the Living Word
teaching you and giving you His joy, His love, and His peace?



